
Vancouver Talmud Torah Band 2015/2016 – Getting Started 

Welcome back to another exciting year in the Talmud Torah Band Program! 

This document contains a brief  description of  our program, as well as everything you’ll need to know for a 
smooth beginning to your student’s Band experience. 

Who can join? 

Any VTT student in Grades 4-7 is eligible to join one of  our Bands.  The Junior Band is for students who are 
just starting to learn their instrument (typically Gr. 4-5), and the Senior Band is for students who already 
have 1 year or more of  experience (typically Gr. 6-7). 

Joining the band is easy – simply fill out the attached instrument selection form and return it to the VTT 
front office.  Please include your student’s full name, grade/class, instrument choices, and a parent’s email 
address or phone number.  Alternatively, you can email that information to Jim Hopson: 
jhopson@talmudtorah.com 

When/where do the Bands meet? 

The Junior Bands meets on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 7:30am to 8:20am, and the Senior Band 
meets on Monday and Wednesday mornings at 7:30am to 8:20am.  In the event of  a school holiday or 
cancellation (no sessions), Band practice will also be canceled.  All rehearsals will take place on the stage 
of  the old gym, where our Band facilities are located. 

The dates of  the first rehearsals will be Wednesday, September 30th for the Senior Band, and Thursday, 
October 1st for the Junior Band. 

How much does it cost? 

Thanks to a generous donor, joining the Band is more affordable than ever! The annual fee for 
participation in the Bands is $500 for 10 months.  Checks can be made payable to Vancouver Talmud 
Torah, and dropped off  at the front office. 

In addition to the program fee, parents/students are responsible for renting an instrument, as well as 
purchasing any music books and supplies that are required for the upkeep of  the instrument. 

Required Materials 

In addition to renting an instrument, all students are required to own a copy of  our chosen Band method, 
Essential Elements Book I.  Make sure to purchase the edition that matches your student’s instrument (i.e. 
Flute, Alto Sax, etc.).  Owning a music stand for home practice is also recommended. 



The following is a list of  necessary supplies that are specific to certain instruments: 

Percussion 

At least 3 pairs of  drum sticks; 1 pair of  mallets; 1 pair of  brushes; stick bag; practice pad. 

Flute 

Maintenance kit (usually included with rental/purchase of  flute). 

Clarinet/Saxophone 

Maintenance kit (usually included with rental/purchase of  instrument); at least 1 box of  reeds; neck straps 
are required for saxophonists, optional for clarinetists. 

Trumpet/Euphonium/Baritone 

Maintenance kit (usually included with rental/purchase of  instrument); Al Cass valve oil is highly 
recommended over the oil that is usually included in kits. 

Trombone 

Maintenance kit (usually included with rental/purchase of  instrument); slide creams made by Yamaha and 
Superslick (with water spray bottles) are HIGHLY recommended over the ‘slide oil’ that is usually included in 
kits. 

Students are required to bring their instruments, music books, and basic cleaning supplies to every 
rehearsal.  Percussionists must bring drum sticks, mallets, brushes, and music books. 

Where can I purchase/rent instruments and supplies? 

Prussin Music (604-736-3036), located on Broadway Ave and Alma St, is an excellent store for music 
supplies.  On September 24th at 7pm to 8:30pm, Prussin Music will be hosting a Rental Night at VTT in the 
library.  Parents/students will have the opportunity to purchase/rent instruments and supplies, and Band 
teacher Jim Hopson will be there for consultation. 

When will the Bands perform? 

The fall semester of  Band will concentrate on preparation for the Hanukkah Concert in December (Date 
TBA). The spring semester will feature a variety of  performances, including our Spring Concert.  The Bands 
will also perform at school assemblies and other functions throughout the year.  In past years, the Bands 
have attended VSO concerts, Kiwanis Festival, performed at Granville Island and the Louis Brier Home, and 
have even hosted a Jazz Café Night at VTT.  We look forward to similar performance opportunities this year! 

Questions or Concerns? 

Please contact Band teacher Jim Hopson if  you have any questions or concerns.  You can reach him at 
jhopson@talmudtorah.com or (778) 991-4442.
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Band Instrument Rental Information 
Dear Parents, 

On Thursday, September 24th 2015, there will be an INSTRUMENT RENTAL held at Vancouver 
Talmud Torah Elementary (in the Library).  The time of the rental will be from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm, 
at which time you may purchase or rent an instrument for your child. 

For those of you wishing to rent an instrument, you will need to bring the following with you: 
• Credit card: Visa, Mastercard, or American Express 
• Driver's license (or similar photo ID) 
• If you wish to have monthly rental payments withdrawn from your chequing account, please 

bring two cheques (one for the initial payment and one for recurring monthly payments) 
• Payment for the initial 3 month rental period (cash, cheque, or credit card)  

OR 
• Payment for a Yearly Rental (cash, cheque, or credit card).  Pay for the whole school year (10 

months) up front and get 2 months free.   . 

For those of you wishing to purchase an instrument, please remember: 
• Instruments may be purchased by credit card, cash, or cheque (with proper ID).  
• Prussin Music offers a Buy-Back Guarantee for any band instrument purchase.  Buy an 

instrument at our lower cash price and still have the option of returning it any time after three 
months.  You will receive a full refund after deducting only what you would have paid renting it.  
This protects your interest if your child decides not to continue with the instrument. 

Keep in Mind: 
• In addition to obtaining an instrument, the teacher may ask that you consider the purchase of 

the following items: -Spare Reeds (If a woodwind instrument is chosen) 
    -Music Stand for home practice 
   -Method book for use in class   

We encourage every parent to review the rental brochure and rental/buyback guarantee terms prior 
to the rental itself, in order to recognize the many options available.  Remember, there is a  savings 
associated with purchasing an instrument outright, as the rent-to-own price of an instrument 
reflects the cost of financing the instrument purchase over approximately 4 years. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at Prussin Music.  
  

      Thank you, 
Prussin Music Rental Department

PRUSSIN MUSIC INC. 

3607 West Broadway,  Vancouver,  BC V6R 2B8 

Phone (604) 736-3036 •  Tol l  Free:  1-800-668-4122 •  Fax (604) 736-3027 

emai l :  rentals@prussinmusic.com •  www.prussinmusic.com
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VTT Band – Recommended Tutors !
Trumpet 
Alexander Cannon – xancannon@gmail.com 
Mark D’Angelo – markdangelo@gmail.com !
Flute 
Carol Dymond - carolmdy@yahoo.ca 
Arlo Sporn (former VTT student) - arlosporn@yahoo.ca !
Clarinet 
Saul Berson - 604.831.3167 saul@saulberson.com 
Joshua Capri - joshuacapri@gmail.com 
Leo Sporn - leo.sporn@yahoo.ca !
Saxophone 
Saul Berson - 604.831.3167 saul@saulberson.com 
Joshua Capri - joshuacapri@gmail.com !
Bass Guitar 
Matt Reid - matthewreid_@hotmail.com 
Nick Urquhart - nickurquhart@hotmail.com !
Guitar 
Matt Reid - matthewreid_@hotmail.com 
Lee McDonough - leemcd_1999@yahoo.co.uk !
Trombone/Euphonium/Tuba 
Jim Hopson – jthopson@gmail.com !
Percussion 
Brad Fisher - bradorama250@gmail.com 
Martin Fisk - martinez@hotmail.com !
Violin/Viola 
Marissa Deans – marissadeans@gmail.com !
Voice 
Karyn Way - karynway@shaw.ca


